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JB Mitchell 

First, we dug out A TON of weeds and old dead plants from the 

garden space that we wanted to restore. It was a disaster - 

overrun and neglected for years. It was fun seeing all the life that 

existed in the soil! We took care to keep as much soil as we could 

so that we did not disrupt the ecosystem of the soil too much by 

removing all the weeds 

Next, we hired Suzanne from Prairie Sage Greenhouse to come 

out and check out our garden space, talk to us about the 

importance of providing friendly spaces for pollinators and to help 

us think about how to plan the garden. She gave us a big list of 

plants to consider. She was impressed with our space and our 

engagement. This cost us $150, but was well worth the knowledge 

that she gave us.                              

Then, we got to planning the garden by researching different 

plants and making sure they fit our criteria of being pollinator 

friendly and native species of plants. We measured the garden 

space and worked out the total area, then planned based on the 

sizes of the plants, thinking about both widths, heights and 

different bloom times during the season so that the bees can 

get to some pollen throughout the season.  

 

  

 

 

We sent our plans in to Suzanne who gave us some great 

feedback. Now, we have ordered our plants and soil and mulch 

and are waiting for them to arrive so that we can plant! Once 

we plant, we will be able to admire all our work and wait for 

the birds, bees and butterflies arrive. 
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Archwood School 

On May 7th three of our students went to the Preferred Perch to pick up our 
bird houses. We had preordered them about a month before. (the staff was 
so nice) 
 
Classrooms have been working hard on planting their garden boxes. One of 
the teachers is creating a Three Sisters Aboriginal Garden. They’ve been 
learning about irrigation, what plants can be planted together and what 
can’t.  
 
On May the ninth we painted the number on the garden boxes (that chore was long over due) 
 

Our June 21st building date didn’t work out but June 24th did 😉 The class had a great time assembling the 
houses.  
 
Moving forward we are planning to put the houses up in 
September. We didn’t want to put them up so close to 
the Summer break. We wanted some time for the 
students to really understand the purpose and get used 
to seeing the houses before they are left completely 
unattended.   
 

 

 

 

We found tents that were on sale at Walmart. There is 
very little shade outside when our students are 
working in the garden or outdoor classroom. These 
will come in handy. 

The birdhouses were finally hung and we think they 
are so cute. Thanks to you folks we were able to do 
something for our kids that help them contribute to 
their school. 
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JH Bruns 

We are once again very proud to announce the 

great accomplishments by the students and staff 

at J.H. Bruns Collegiate on behalf of the ‘J.H.B. 

Groups for the Environment’.  The dedication 

from of our school students and staff members 

have reduced a great number of items being 

placed in our landfill sites in the City of 

Winnipeg. We have extracted 182 kilograms of 

compostable materials from our school cafeteria 

and classrooms (400 lbs) placing this material 

into our school vegetable and plant gardens.  90 

kilograms in total of recycled aluminum, paper 

and plastic materials (200 lbs) reducing waste 

reduction by almost 700 lbs in total which would 

have ended up in our city dump. 

Our school this past year has focused on school environmental sustainability in regard to school wide 

reduction of paper and plastic products.  We were challenged by ‘J.H. B. Groups for the Environment’, to 

focus on the long-term miss use of paper plates/cups, plastic utensils and paper hand towels. Student’s 

encouraged staff to focus on ceramic plates, cups and metal cutlery including fabric tea towels, hand 

clothes and environmentally friendly cleaning products. 

Focus included not only the reduction of waste products into our landfill sites but included the 

development and expansion of our green space.  Already developed trees and brush space was trimmed 

and maintained to represent student focus on usable space.  Unused space was cleaned and redesigned 

to create a succulent and herb garden with a ‘theme of remembrance’ for friend’s and loved one’s they 

have lost or who are needing support.  Two new potato creates were made and placed near our east side 

circle garden from last year to provide new members to explore their ideas on ‘how to use the spaces 

outside’ in conjunction with ‘the idea of a long-term plan’.  The original plan looked at and continues to 

focus on promoting new learning experiences for all students.  New learning experiences establish a re-

thinking of how we as a school community can reduce the carbon footprint within our school and benefit 

our community.  Looking at the collection of compostable materials will continue to also be a focus to 

replenish the natural nutrients in our soil beds for growing vegetables and bedding flowers while 

beautifying our school grounds. 

The money has been used expand our composting program and our school gardens with additional 

compost bins and new potato plots while at the same time further promoting our green living areas 

surrounding our school.   

We the ‘J.H.B. Groups for the Environment’ continue to be passionate about exploring new and 

innovative ideas in creating a cleaner and greener environment.  We are a group focused on promoting 

the opportunities necessary for change.  As a body of students, we are dedicated and responsible citizens 

who are working together as a team willing to make changes in our lives to promote valuable life skills.  
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We had an amazing year at J.H. Bruns Collegiate.  The 

‘Groups for The Environment Committee’ donated 

$172.00 they raised at our Earth Day table and with 

Parent Council’s help to MARL, the Manitoba 

Association of Rights and Liberties.   

Students from a variety of classes were extremely 

busy having everybody re-thing ways on how to 

reduce waste and re-use materials.  We had classes 

focus on looking ahead.  The Global Issues classes 

created reading materials used in learning activities 

emphasising the impact of climate change and what 

steps to promote awareness in all areas of recycling and saving our environment.   

 

 

Design classes manufactured our washable, fair trade, hemp-

fabric whiteboard erasers and purchased reusable whiteboard 

markers.  Geo classes organized and managed pickup of 

reusable containers with compostable materials from a variety 

of areas schoolwide.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students in the ‘Skills for Living Program’ dedicate their 

time collecting and donating reusable materials to a wide 

variety of community organizations.  With enthusiastic and 

supportive staff emphasis has been focused of the staffroom 

and cafeteria areas within the school and how to reduce 

waste.  Staff by rethinking how much plastic and paper get 

used daily have started using stainless steel cutlery, reusable 

plates, bowls, cups, glasses and reusable plastic lunch 

containers and reusable fabric and paper lunch bags. 
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College Beliveau  

Our Green Team wishes to include more green spaces inside the school and classrooms. The 

students have conducted a research of different indoor plants that are ideal for the conditions of each 

area of the school, as some classes have plenty of sunlight and others have very little. Unfortunately, we 

will once again revisit upon re-entry into the school in September.     

 
 
Our Green Team has identified waste reduction as being an 
important subject to address. Our team had many discussions on 
how to approach the school community in order to get them on 
board and active. We’ve purchased a collection bin for each 
classroom, which is easily identifiable. Our team created a 
presentation to educate the students to better understand what 
can and cannot go in the composting bin. With the help of the 
community garden next door, our team collects the organic 
materials from each classroom to add to the on-site compost 
located near the school (See photo). This compost will be 
managed by my team and the community members to feed the 
garden beds.  
 
 
 
 
 
This was a partnership project between the Winakwa Community Center, Windsor Park Collegiate, and 
Collège Béliveau. Also included in the photos are the garden beds we produced and added to this project. 
The material was purchased using the P.A.W.S 
Grant that was provided by Take Pride Manitoba. 
With the remaining money, we were able to 
purchase compost collection bins for all our 
classrooms. The idea is to educate our students to 
properly separate organic waste from other 
garbage material. Our Green Team will be 
responsible for the collection of the organic waste 
and transport it to the onsite composting located 
at the community garden. The collection process 
has begun at our school, but we hope to expand to 
include the cafeteria. We are currently looking to 
find bigger collection bins and develop proper 
signage to help our students understand the 
process. We anticipated that there would be a few 
hiccups introducing this program for the first time in our school but were confident that it will operate 
sufficiently once everyone becomes more accustomed to the practice. Having our young population 
directly involved with the entire composting process will demonstrate the effectiveness of this approach. 
Students will see the entire cycle first hand, from collection of organic materials to harvesting fresh 
vegetables from the community garden.  


